
The Gospel of Mark 
“The Kingdom is at Hand” 

Mark 1:9-13, 14-20 

The Father’s Pleasure and Disciples calling 

 

 

Story of Jacob and Esau – The Blessing 

Many people live their whole lives and never know in their heart their parents are proud of them or fully approve 

Barry Bonds story in ESPN magazine 

I got to spend 4 days with my son in Florida this week – amazing, so proud of him, after light show at Epcot started to 

walk out and tear up holding his hand, wondering how many more times I will be able to do that…so proud of him 

 

Why is this so significant to us? Why does our parent’s opinion matter so much? 

* Recap from last week, what it requires to be Messiah, history of exile 

Jesus is now 30 years old, and He is ready to begin His vocation on earth 

It will last 3 years, and it starts here, this morning, in this passage 

And it is incredible what God does, what He says, to begin Jesus’ ministry 

• 1:9-13 

 

The entire Gospel can be summed up in this passage 

Actually, in this phrase, “You are My Wonderful Son, You make Me very glad.” 

 

Why would The Father start Jesus’ whole ministry with these words? 

What has Jesus accomplished up to this point? Why wouldn’t He wait until the end? 

This passage is the statement of our relationship with God 

This is God’s statement to us if we know His Son 

You are my dear dear son or daughter, I couldn’t be more proud of you 

 

Why? Why is this true? 

Jesus is Messiah 

 

What does a Messiah do? 

He represents His people 

What is true of Him is true of them 

 

What does the word Messiah mean? 

Messiah = Anointed One 

In this passage, Jesus is “anointed” by the Holy Spirit and marked out by the Father as His Son 

Jesus as Messiah is called God’s Son several times in the Gospels 

Psalm 2:7 is the passage of reference by God here 

 

Without this word from God, without this DEEP understanding, all we here is criticalness 

Jesus goes from this, with this deep blessing and approval, fasts for 40 days and battles Satan with virtually every 

temptation you can think of 

God’s approval CARRIES Him 

Why would we think for a minute we are in any way less in need of this than Jesus 

Temptations which aren’t discussed in detail here are all about His identity, who He was 

Or how He thought of Himself 

a) significance of knowing who you are, cannot succeed against sin without it 

b) changing water into wine was clearly stated as His 1
st
 miracle but it came after this 

this is more than likely His 1
st
 experience with the “heavens opening” 

The Fathers’ blessing in His life – amazing this is the very 1
st
 thing He needs 

 

Verse 10 

– coming up out of the water – EXODUS STORY 

– baptism purpose 



– “He saw” – not clear anyone else saw this 

– “the heavens opening” – didn’t see a little door ajar 

heaven in the Bible often refers to God’s dimension behind our ordinary reality 

Rob this week – not a coincidence they moved to Walnut Creek 

We MUST learn to live by a different reality 

The beauty of our day depends upon our seeing and hearing God in it  

Curtain is drawn back 

Friday before I left on vacation 

 

Verse 13 

- not clear if wild beasts were like Genesis – new creation starting 

- angels purpose, might have been to remind Him what the Father said 

 

• 1:14-20 

• 1:14-15 

 

Turn back from what? 

Not announcing a new political agenda or even a new type of spirituality 

It is Good news, and dangerous 

The living God is on the move 

To live WITH and IN His people 

And to Establish His Rule and Kingdom 

And it requires a response – a very narrow response 

Always amazes me in today’s all faiths environment – like Jesus too – yet He stated it was a narrow path 

 

Why does Jesus make His move in ministry now? 

With John accomplishing his ministry Jesus could bide His time 

Waited until God told Him to move 

 

What does Jesus mean by repent? 

1. As a Nation, they needed to turn from their political agenda that was literally driving them to a ruinous war 

with Rome while God was trying to judge them in a light kind way like Jeremiah prophesied years earlier 

2. Calling them to a renewed loyalty to YHWH 

Called to believe as well 

They have been trusting in their heritage, their family names, land, the Temple, the Law 

Even been trusting in God so far as He cooperates 

But now Jesus is asking them to BELIEVE HIM 

 

• 1:16-20 

 

We have no idea how many generations the Zebedee family has been fishing for a living 

In these days small family businesses were handed down literally for centuries 

Also quite a lengthy time has passed with Jesus living in this area so this isn’t the 1
st
 encounter 

Verse 19, mending their nets – clear, they had no intention of leaving – going fishing again! 

 

What are they leaving? 

Where are they going? 

In today’s’ culture, everyone seems to demand to know all the facts first 

In fact, we think for some reason we are owed an answer 

Church situation – called to submit and obey our elders, not only if you have an explanation 

 

Marks’ story it sounds a lot like Abraham in Genesis 12 

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, And from your relatives And from your father’s 

house, To the land which I will show you 

Notice Jesus left too! 

 


